
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 21:20 - 23:25
Day 1 |  Luke 21:20-38
Day 2 | Luke 22:1-23
Day 3 | Luke 22:24-46
Day 4 | Luke 22:47-71
Day 5 | Luke 23:1-25

 During this trimester we are focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much 
of the ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His 
Church, need to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them 
God’s love by treating them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and 
deeply loved by us. 
 This week, we continued our second series “The Hospitable Leader: How to 
Lead in Inhospitable Places,” where we are learning about leadership through the lens 
of hospitality. 

Luke 22:7-20 (NIV) 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparation for us to
 eat the Passover.” 9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 10 He 
replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him 
to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: 
Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He 
will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.” 13 They 
left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said 
to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I 
tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 
18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 
God comes.” 19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 20 In the 
same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, which is poured out for you.”
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           Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (p. 112-113)  
         
 “At the heart of the Bible story, at its turning point, is another meal: the Last 
Supper. The Last Supper, which becomes for us the Lord’s Supper, is a celebration 
of the story’s central act: the cross of Jesus. The Last Supper was not only looking 
back to the Passover and forward to the messianic banquet, it was also looking ahead 
to the following day, to the cross: ‘He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.’ And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup 
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.’ (Luke 22:19-20) 
 Think about the events of that following day. Jesus dies in darkness. 
Darkness was a sign of God’s judgment. Jesus is judged in our place so we can be 
acquitted. So as he dies, the curtain of the temple is torn in two. This curtain was as 
thick as a man’s hand. It separated people from the Most Holy Place, the heart of the 
temple and the symbol of God’s presence. The curtain separated God from humanity, 
because his holiness might destroy us in our sin. But at Jesus’ death on the cross, sin 
and judgment are dealt with, and so the curtain is torn in two. The way to God is open. 
We are invited to celebrate the feast.”   

The Cross

 The centrality of the cross for Christianity is indisputable. Without the cross, 
there is no forgiveness, reconciliation, redemption, salvation and certainly no feast 
with God. Jesus Christ’s work on the cross is essential to everything that binds us 
to God. All of his love, grace, mercy, patience, kindness, etc. flow to us through the 
cross. The way to God is open to us through the cross. It is the reason we celebrate and 
the means by which we are able to celebrate both now, and in the coming messianic 
banquet in heaven.  
 These truths reveal why it is so important to share the message of the cross 
with the world. As the cross is our only hope, it is the world’s only hope as well. 
Throughout this trimester we have been discussing the need for hospitality. We are 
created by a hospitable God to be hospitable to others. As you enjoy the riches of 
hospitality, remember to keep your focus on the centrality of the cross. Who in your 
life needs hospitality and the cross? Why not reach out to them this week? 

Prayer for the week 

Holy God, I thank you with all my heart for the cross. Everything I am and everything 
that I can be is because of the cross of Jesus Christ. I will sing your praises forever for 
the cross. Help me to be a person who so loves you and your work on the cross that 
I look for and anticipate opportunities to tell others about it. In Jesus’ name, Amen.    

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version 
of this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.


